
The Feast of the Holy Apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul Sunday, 29 June
The Feast of St. Peter & St. Paul is probably the oldest of the saints’ observances (dating from

about the middle of the third century). An early Tradition held that these two pillars of the New
Testament Church were martyred on the same day in Rome during the persecution under Nero. In
addition to this joint commemoration of their deaths, both Apostles are commemorated separately:
Peter on January 18 for his confession of Jesus as the Christ (Matthew 16:13–16), and Paul on
January 25 for his conversion (Acts 9:1–19). The New Testament tells us much about both
Apostles. Peter was with Jesus from the beginning of His ministry and served as a leader among
the disciples. Despite his steadfast faith, Scripture also records some of his failures, such as his
rebuke of Jesus (Matthew 16:21–23) and his threefold denial of his Lord (26:69–75). Following
Jesus’ Ascension, Peter continued as a leader in the Church (Acts 1:15; 2:14; 15:7). Paul, a
devout Jew who had been named Saul, enters the scene as a persecutor of the Church. Following
his miraculous conversion, in which the risen Christ Himself appeared to him, Paul began as a
powerful preacher of the grace of God. During his three missionary journeys (Acts 13–14, 16–18,
18–21) Paul traveled throughout modern-day Turkey and Greece. The New Testament account of
his life ends with Paul under house arrest in Rome (28:16), although Tradition holds that he went
on to Spain before returning to Rome.

Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall fare.

Looking forward to the Second Sunday in Apostles’ Tide 6 July 2008

Hymns:
LSB #497 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord
LSB #533 Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure Eternal
LSB #708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
LSB #756 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
LSB #834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth
LSB #864 Shepherd of Tender Youth
LSB #948 All Glory Be to God Alone

Zechariah 9:9–12: The Prophet exhorts the Church to rejoice in the coming of
her Savior, who comes in gentleness and mercy in order to grant peace to the
ends of the earth.  With the waters of Holy Baptism and His own Blood of the
New Testament, the Lord sets free those who were imprisoned by sin and death.

Romans 7:14–25: Those who have been crucified, dead and buried with Christ
Jesus through Holy Baptism, and called to faith and life in Him by the Gospel,
find a war raging in their hearts, minds and bodies, between the old man and the
New Man.  But thanks be to God, who sets us free from this body of death.

St. Matthew 11:25–30: Life with God is given, not to those who are strong,
intelligent and self-reliant, but to helpless infants and to those who become like
little children through repentant faith.  For Christ the Lord is gentle and humble
in heart, and He grants peace and rest to those who are weary and heavy laden.
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Z  DAILY CATECHESIS ON THE WAY  Z

TO AND FROM EMMAUS WITH JESUS

Z  THE FIRST WEEK OF APOSTLES’ TIDE  Z

“They were continually devoting themselves to the Apostolic Doctrine and
to the Communion, to the Breaking of the Bread, and to the Prayers.”

(Acts of the Apostles 2:42)

Z     Z     Z



Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father Who art in heaven.  Hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom
come.  Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For
Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory forever & ever.  Amen.

[The Collect(s) of the Week, Intercessions for each day of the week, and Special Petitions]:

(Sunday, 29 June): Collect for the Feast of St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles

Merciful and eternal God, Your holy Apostles Peter and Paul received grace and
strength to lay down their lives for the sake of Your Son.  Strengthen us by Your
Holy Spirit that we may confess Your truth and at all times be ready to lay down
our lives for Him who laid down His life for us, even Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  (Amen)

Collect for the First Week of Apostles’ Tide:

Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may
gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  (Amen)

Daily Themes for Intercessory Prayer:

Sunday: For the joy of the Resurrection; for the faithful preaching and hearing of
God’s Word; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.

Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for vocations and daily
work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neigh-
bors; for Resurrection Lutheran Academy and other schools, our home
schools, our colleges and seminaries; for good government and peace.

Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despair-
ing; for the tortured and oppressed; for those struggling with sin.

Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children
live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who
must rear their children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for missionaries, teachers, deaconesses,
and other servants of Christ and His Church; for the fruitful and salutary
use of the blessed Sacrament of the Lord’s Body and Blood.

The First Week of Apostles’ Tide 29 June — 5 July 2008

This Week in the Church Year
With the Feast of St. Peter & St. Paul, the Apostles, the Church has entered a new “tide”
or season of the year.  During this time, we consider the foundation of the Church upon
the Apostles and Prophets of our Lord Jesus Christ; for the Apostolic Ministry of the
Gospel is the Rock upon which Jesus has established and continues to build His House. 
Thus do we confess “one, holy, catholic (Christian) and Apostolic Church,” and pastors
to this day administer their office of preaching and the Sacraments on the basis of the
Apostolic (and Prophetic) Scriptures.  Indeed, there is no Christian Church or Ministry,
and we neither know nor have the Lord Jesus, apart from the Word of His Apostles.

Emphasis: The Church of Christ Is Founded Upon His Apostles

The Order of Daily Catechesis in Word and Prayer
Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of daily catechesis as you and your
family are able.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

[The Opening Versicles and Psalmody]:

O Lord, open my lips. And my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me. Make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

Psalm 119:153–160 (and/or one or more of the daily Psalms listed below)

Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Morning 110, 150 62, 145 13, 146 96,
147:1–11

116,
147:12–20

85, 148 61, 149

Evening 46, 66, 23 73, 8 36, 5 132, 134 26, 130 25, 40 138, 98

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.




